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PM-07 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-04 RSC-01 
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FM AMCONSUL THESSALONIKI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1928 
INFO AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

CONFIDENTIAL THESSALONIKI 0263 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, SOCI, GR 

SUBJECT: HEARINGS BEGIN ON FRAUD CASE INVOLVING JEWISH 
PROPERTIES 

REF: (A) THESS 258, (B) THESS 255 

1. THESSALONIKI PAPERS OF MAY 28 AND 29 CARRY FULL REPORTS 

AND PHOTOS OF TRIAL OF DEMETRIOS PANTSIOPOULOS AND ACCOMPLICES 
FOR ALLEGED FRAUD INVOLVING LOCAL JEWISH PROPERTIES 
(REF A). HEARINGS BEGAN HERE MAY 27 BEFORE SPECIAL 5-MAN 
MILITARY COURT. VERDICT EXPECTED BY END OF WEEK. 

2. COMMENT: ACCORDING TO LOCAL LAWYERS, THIS FIRST MAJOR 
TRIAL HERE BEFORE MILITARY COURTS SINCE REIMPOSITION OF 
MARTIAL LAW LAST NOVEMBER. OTHER POTENTIAL CASES BELIEVED 
TO HAVE BEEN DISMISSED WITH STERN WARNINGS FROM MILITARY 
AUTHORITIES, FREQUENTLY AFTER PERSONAL REVIEW OF CHARGES 
BY THESSALONIKI MIL CMDR BRIG GEN TASSOPOULOS. 

PANTSIOPOULOS CASE GENERALLY REGARDED LOCALLY AS CRIMINAL 
PROCEEDING WITHOUT POLITICAL OR RACIAL IMPLICATIONS. 
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